IN THE CLAIMS: 



Claim 1 . (Currently amended): A prepolymer precursor comprising: 

Ri R3 R3 Ri 

I r \ 

Zi - R -{SI - 0)a.- (SI - 0)m - SI - R - Zi 

1 1 1 

Ri R2 Ri 

wherein the R groups may be the same or different saturated Cmo 
hydrocarbon substituents; the Ri groups may be the same or different 

Cmo alky! substituents; the R2 groups may be the same or different 
selected from the group consisting of C1.10 alkyi substituents, C1.10 
fluoroalkyi substituents, and.C2.20 alkyl-fluoroalkyi substituents: an ^ the Rg 
groups may be the same or different Ce-ao aromatic substituents; n is a 
natural number: and m Is a natural number greater than 4 representing the 
sum of slloxane moieties with randomly differing Rj^ R2 and Ra groups as 
defined above so as to have a molar ratio of aromatic substituents to alkyI 
substituents no less than 1 :4 such that the prepolymer molecular weight is 
at least approximately 1000 and refractive index is at least approximately 
1 .45; and the Zi groups may be the same or different selected from the 
group consisting of -OH and -NH2. 
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Claim 2. (Original): The prepolymer precursor of claim 1 wherein at least one 
of said Zi groups is -OH. 

Claim 3. (Original): The prepolymer precursor of claim 1 wherein at least 
one of said Z^ groups is -NHa. 

Claim 4. (Currently amended): The prepolymer precursor of claim 1 
wherein each Ri group is methyl and each Ra-Ea group is phenyl. 

Claim 5. (Original): The prepolymer precursor of claim 1 wherein each R 
group is trimethylene or tetramethylene. 

Claim 6. (Currently amended): The prepolymer precursor of claim 1 
wherein each group is the same selected from the group consisting of 
phenyli and naphthyl and m e thy l. 
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Claim?. (Currently amended): A prepolvmer precursor comprising: 



Ri R3 Ri 

\ \ / 

Zi - R -( Si - O )n- (Si - 0)ni - Si - R - Zi 

/ I \ 

Ri R2 Ri 



wherein the R groups may be the same or different saturated Ci.in 
hydrocarbon substituents: the Ri groups may be the same or different 

Ci-in alky! substituents: the Rp groups may be the same or different 
selected from the group consisting of Cum alkyi substituents. Ci-m 
fluoroalkvl substituents and C^-^n alkvl-fluoroalkvl substituents: the R;^ 
groups may be the same or different C6.;^n aromatic substituents: n is a 
natural number; and m is a natural number greater than 4 representing the 
sum of siloxane moieties with randomly differing Ri^R? and Ra^groups as 
defined above so as to have a molar ratio of aromatic substituents to alkvl 
substituents no less than 1 :4 such that the prepolvmer molecular weight is 
at least approximately 1000 and refractive index is at least approximately 
1 .45: and the Zi groups may be the same or different selected from the 
group consisting of -OH and -NH? , Th e pr e polvm e r pr e cursor of c l a i m 1 
wherein one R3R2 group is phenyl and the oth e r one R2 group is methyl. 



4 



Claims 8-27. (Withdrawn) 



Claim 28. (Original): A prepolymer precursor comprising: 



CH3 CH3 CH3 

I / I 

HO(CH2)4 - SI - O (Si - 0)x Si - (CH2)40H 

\ I I 

CH3 Ph CH3 



wherein the Ph groups are the same or different Ce-ao aromatic substituents and x 
is a natural number such that the prepolymer molecular weight is at least 
approximately 1000 and refractive index is at least approximately 1.45. 
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Claim 29. (Currently amended): A prepolymer precursor comprising: 



CH3 CH3 CH3 

/ I I 

HO(CH2)4 - (Si - 0)x (Si - 0)x Si - (CH2)40H 

i I I 

CH3 Ph CH3 



wherein the Ph groups are the same or different Ce-so aromatic substituents and 
each X is a natural number such that the prepolymer molecular weight is at least 
approximately 1000 and refractive index is at least approximately 1.45. 
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